
Service Beyond Analysis    agatlabs.com

Given the ubiquitous nature of PFAS, the material 
and procedure normally used for environmental 
sampling may cause cross-contamination when 
collecting samples. It is important to plan ahead  
for sample collection activities to ensure the 
potential for cross contamination is minimized.

Field Sampling

Sampling Considerations

Natural Fibers Clothing
Clothing with natural fibers is preferred.

Avoid Treated Clothing
Avoid clothing that has been treated 
with water-resistant, waterproof, or 
stain-repellent chemicals (e.g., Gore-
Tex, Tyvek) when collecting samples, 
as this may contain PFAS. Instead, 
choose waterproof clothing made 
from untreated materials such as 
polyurethane, polyvinyl chloride  
(PVC), rubber, or neoprene.

Laundered Worn Clothing
Clothing should be well laundered, 
not new, and free of laundry soaps 
and fabric softeners. Water rinse  
is recommended before dryer.

Equipment for Sampling
Polypropylene (PP), silicone, stainless steel,  
nylon, acetate, Polypropylene (PP), silicone, stainless 
steel, and acetate materials or equipment parts can 
be used during sampling.

Cosmetics and Products
Avoid any cosmetics, moisturizers, 
fragrances, and creams. Sunscreens 
and insect repellent must be applied 
outside of the sampling area when 
necessary, preferably at least half an 
hour before sampling. Hands must 
be washed well after application of 
sunscreens and insect repellents.

Notebooks and Pens
Waterproof notebooks and pads are 
not recommended as waterproofing 
can introduce PFAS. Use pens  
that are known to be free of PFAS  
(Sharpies are not recommended).

Sample Contact
Samples should not be in contact with 
glass or low-density polyethylene (LDPE).

Food
Avoid packaged food in  
sampling area.

Gloves
Powderless nitrile gloves should be  
worn at all stages of sampling and 
changed frequently, including but not 
limited to decontamination, manipulation, 
sampling, blank sampling, etc.

Sampling Supplies
•	Request all containers and equipment rinse  

water from the laboratory.

•	PFAS free water is available through AGAT.

•	 It is recommended to request a field blank, a trip 
blank, an equipment blank, and enough containers 
for duplicate samples for your field program.

•	 High-density polyethylene (HDPE) sampling bottles 
and jars with Teflon-free lids must be used.

•	Do not use chemical ice packs.
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